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Cao Guimaraes. Gambiarras 103, 2010. Colour photograph. “la Caixa” Foundation Contemporary Art Collection
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Carlos Amorales. Useless Wonder, 2006. Two-channel video projection on suspended screen, 8' 36” Colour,
sound 7' 51" White and black, no sound

The series of exhibitions entitled What To Think, What To Desire,
What To Do considers the context of deep crisis suffered by the con-
temporary economic, social and moral system and explores the role art
can play within this state of affairs. Curated by Rosa Martinez, indepen-
dent art critic and Director of the 2005 edition of the Venice Biennale,
the series intends to question art's utility, to show how it can guide us
both existentially and politically, and to celebrate its ability to trigger
emotional and intellectual reactions that arouse our awareness and
prompt us to modify our actions.

Adrian Paci. Centro di permanenza temporanea (Centre of temporary permanence), 2007
Videoprojection. 5" 30” Colour, with sound

While other recent shows devoted to the "la Caixa” Foundation Contempo-
rary Art Collection stressed the formal and linguistic values of the art works, What
To Think, What To Desire, What To Do proposes a return to content, an immersion
into the depths of meaning articulated by the works. The titles, three synthetic
questions, are the conceptual doorway to the exhibitions and reflect the uncertain-
ty and perplexity before glaring social inequalities, the pressure of media fantasies
and the maladies of the soul.

What To Think is the first exhibition in the series and reveals how thinking is
connected to the political and economic conditions and to the social environment
in which it is produced. Genuine creative activity such as scientific or technical
research either reveals previously hidden meanings, or else highlights them in
such a manner that they change people’s way of thinking once and for good.

The artists represented in the exhibition What To Think interpret the world
starting from their own context. Through their works they suggest reflections upon
the meaning of history (Miroslaw Balka), contemporary disintegration (Carlos
Amorales), identity and gender (Shirin Neshat), immigration as dislocation (Adrian
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Rogelio Lopez Cuenca. Landscape with the Fall of Icarus, 1996-2012. 3 road signs (135 x 90 cm each). 3 metal
plates with text (75 x 90 cm each). Production by "la Caixa” Foundation. Courtesy of the artist.

Paci) and our relationship with nature (Eija-Liisa Ahtila) and with religion
(Cristina Garcia Rodero). The expansion of art into everyday life (Cao
Guimaraes) and the mutations of painting (Angela de la Cruz) evince how
the hierarchies between disciplines are blurred and, together with the other
works, invite viewers to become active thinkers, conscious interpreters of
their day and age.

In the anteroom, the reproduction of the painting Landscape with the
Fall of Icarus by Pieter Bruegel the Elder establishes a conceptual link
between past and present, and shows how, through myth, history becomes
an instrument capable of granting meaning to the drives and tragedies that
also shape the present. The installation by Rogelio Lépez Cuenca on the
terrace of CaixaForum consists of three road signs that take the title of
Bruegel’s picture in order to propose new readings of the myth of Icarus.
Finally, Joseph Beuys's Space of Pain, one of the most important works in
the "la Caixa” Foundation Contemporary Art Collection and permanently on
display at the art centre, emerges as a reflection on pain as a process of
knowledge.
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